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Practical Implementation of EPAs 
in US Anesthesiology Training

G LEN N  W O O D W O R TH  M D , PR O G R A M  D IR EC TO R , R EG IO N A L A N D  A C U TE  

PA IN  FELLO W SH IP
O regon  H ea lth  &  Sc ien ce  U n ivers ity
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Anesthesia EPA Pilot Project Approach

• Learn from our international neighbors

• Formed US Committee

• Checked in with RRC

• Separate out Procedures

• Delphi process to define EPA titles and 

procedural skills
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20 EPAs in the US Anesthesiology Pilot

• Preop Assessment

• Airway management

• Transfer of care

• PACU care

• General OR Case
• OOR Case
• Labor analgesia
• C/S
• Pregnant Non OB surgery)
• Peds periop care
• Neonatal periop care
• Cardiac surgery
• Thoracic surgery
• Regional anesthesia case
• Chronic pain non OR
• Intracranial procedure
• Major trauma
• AAA
• Critical care non OR
• Acute Pain non OR

CaseBasedCoreActivity
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Procedural Badges
• Specific procedural skills

– Arterial line

– Central line

– Single shot interscalene 
block

• Same method for assessment 
as Case-based EPAS

• Trainees ”earn” entrustment
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Entrustment Scale

• I did it

• Direct supervision – constant 
supervision

• Indirect supervision – frequent
consultation

• Reactive supervision –
infrequent consultation

• Independent practice
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• Total number of 

assessments

• Current score for each EPA 

or Procedural Skill

• Based on most recent  5 

scores

Digital Portfolio
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• Only 3 things to fill 
out

– Difficulty

– Score

– Comments

Entering an Assessment
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• Check the box

Mark you level of Supervision
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• Check the box

Mark your level of Supervision
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• Type or dictate your 

comments

• Then submit

Enter Comments
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• For each trainee 

view the current 

level vs graduation 

target

CCC Reporting
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• Click to drill down on a particular EPA or Procedure to get a 

graphical view

CCC Reporting
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• Complexity

• Score

• Comments

Three Easy Steps
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Questions

14


