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Disclosures & Objectives

• Nothing to disclose
• Objectives: Participants will learn  

• How ASA is working with our subspecialty partners and 
members nationally and in the states to address current 
and emerging opportunities

• Key trends and challenges facing the specialty in the 
market, legislature and regulatory, nationally and in the 
states
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Special “Thank You” to…

SAAAPM Leadership
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Today’s Discussion

• ASA: Who We Are and How We Are Working with SAAAPM
• Membership Update
• Advocacy Update
• Public Awareness & Communications
• Key ASA Initiatives & Programs
• Q & A
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We are ASA: Leaders in Patient Safety
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Mission: Advancing the practice and 
securing the future

Vision: A world leader improving health 
through innovation in quality and safety

Values: Patient safety, physician-led care 
and scientific discovery

Strategic Pillars
1. Advocacy

2. Quality & Practice Advancement
3. Educational Resources
4. Member Growth & Experience

5. Health Systems Leadership
6. Organizational Excellence
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We are ASA: Research/Academic Partner and 
Advocate
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Foundation for 
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Education and 
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We are ASA: Supporting You and the Specialty

7

Federal Advocacy Anesthesiology JournalAnesthesiology TodayAnesthesia Sim STAT

M em ber Directory Quality Im provem ent ResourcesABA Certification Courses

Clinical Practice ResourcesASAHQ.org ANESTHESIOLOGY 2019

Standards, Guidelines & Practice Param eters Live CM E Program sGrassroots Network

Practice M anagem ent Resources AQI/RegistriesState Advocacy

Online CM E Program s ASA M onitorASAPACCom ponent Society Support 
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We are ASA: The Core of What We Do
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Membership Update

2018 A M E R IC A N  S O C IE T Y  O F  A N E S T H E S IO LO G IS T S . 10

2017 ASA Membership – 52,000+ 
members

Active
60%

Retired
12%

Honorary
0%

Educational 
Student

1%

Educational
1%

Medical Student
3%

Resident
15%

Affiliate
7%

Anesthesiologist 
Assistant

1%
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Advocacy & Awareness
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Key Current Advocacy Topics

• Opioid Abuse Crisis
• Drug Shortages 
• Patient Safety

• Perioperative Brain Health Initiative
• SmartTots

• Research Funding
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A Leadership Role in Fight Against Opioid Abuse

• Premier/ASA Pilot Project

• Sponsor of the National Rx Drug Abuse and Heroin 
Summit

• Administration Efforts
• Comments to the President’s Commission
• CMS Summit on the Opioid Crisis

• White House Opioid Summit
• Meeting with lead administration staff 
• HHS Pain Management Best Practices 

Interagency Task Force

• State Efforts
• Republican Governor’s Association Annual 

Meeting presentation
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Success in Congress 
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ü Support for hospitals and other acute 
care settings for developing alternatives 
to opioids; grant program and technical 
assistance

ü Technical Expert Panel to develop best 
practices for pain management and 
alternatives to opioids

ü Provisions to speed NIH research 
ü Support for PDMPs 
ü Grants for drug take-back and disposal 

programs
ü Study on prescribing limits

SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act

President Trump Signed H.R. 
5718, the Perioperative 

Reduction of Opioids (PRO) Act 
on October 24, 2018
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Tackling the Drug Shortage Issue

• Drug shortages have exploded
• Sterile injectables

• Injectable opioids
• Local anesthetics

• Previous efforts not permanent
• Food and Drug Administration Safety and Innovation Act (FDASIA) of 2012
• Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Office of Drug Shortage Efforts

• ASA is working with the FDA Drug Shortages Team and Congress

15 2018 A M E R IC A N  S O C IE T Y  O F  A N E S T H E S IO LO G IS T S .

What Do We Know?

• Production disruptions
• Foreign manufacturers are reluctant to ramp up production
• New generics take a long time to get FDA approval
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ASA Drug Shortage Survey

• Are you experiencing shortage on a consistent basis?
• Yes = 98.4%
• No = 1.6%
• n = 2272

• Is it affecting how you care for patients?
• Yes = 95.2%
• No = 4.8%
• n = 2272
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Top 10 Drugs Identified

1) Hydromorphone (dilaudid)
2) Fentanyl
3) Bupivacaine
4) Morphine
5) Epinephrine
6) Neostigmine
7) Ropivacaine
8) Rocuronium
9) Labetalol
10) Glycopyrrolate
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Ensuring Public Awareness of the Shortages
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“Dr. Jim Grant, president of 
the 53,000-member ASA, 
says there is reason to be 
worried. He says every day 
when they begin work, "we 
go in [asking], 'What do we 
have today, what don't we 
have today?” 
- NPR, July 20, 2018
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Working with the FDA 
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“Thank you for your May 11 letter…FDA 
understands the significant impact that these 
product shortages are having on patient care 
and is doing everything within its authority to 
help alleviate these shortages and increase 
supplies in the marketplace.”

“We applaud your focus on this important 
issue”

-Douglas C. Throckmorton, M.D.
Deputy Director for Regulatory Programs
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
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Success in Congress 
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“We write to request 
your assistance in 
addressing our 
nation’s ongoing and 
worsening drug 
shortage crisis…”

House Letter (6/18)
107 signatories

Senate Letter (6/15)
31 signatories
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Success with the FDA
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“Lawmakers have recently urged us to 
develop new proposals…

Today, I’m announcing the formation of a 
new Drug Shortages Task Force... 

“…to delve more deeply into the reasons 
why some shortages remain a persistent 
challenge.”

July 12, 2018 Statement: 
FDA Commissioner
Scott Gottlieb, M.D
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Success Across Industries
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ASA President Jim Grant discusses 
drug shortages during the National 
Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine 
workshop on “Medical Product 
Shortages During Disasters: 
Opportunities to Predict, Prevent 
and Respond” on Sept. 5 and 6.
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Other Successes 
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Engaged the FDA and Congress regarding opioid prescribing limits, sharing 
ASA-AAOS partnership

• FDA announced partnership with the National Academies to 
develop prescribing guidelines for acute pain, addressing # of 
opioids for different procedures

• House passed legislation requires study on prescribing limits

Nomination and Appointment to FDA Compounding Advisory Committee; 
Elizabeth Rebelllo, M.D. appointed

FDA REMS for ALL Opioids: long-term advocacy on behalf of ASA; FDA 
announced final approval of new safety measures governing the use of 
immediate-release opioid analgesic medications 9/18/18
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Co-Convener of the Drug Shortage Summit

24



10/31/18

5

2018 A M E R IC A N  S O C IE T Y  O F  A N E S T H E S IO LO G IS T S .

Ways You Can Get Involved in ASA’s Efforts

• ASA Drug Shortage Registry
• On ASAHQ.org
• Data shared with other registries, 

Congress and the FDA Drug 
Shortage Office
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Enhancing ASA’s Visibility in Patient Safety 
and Research
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Enhancing ASA’s Visibility in Patient Safety 
and Research
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Resident Scholar Kenisha Muse, M.D. 
represented ASA at the 

Rally for Medical Research
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Make Your Voice Heard!

• Contact and educate:

• Legislators
• Hospital administrators

• Surgeons and referring physicians

• Friends and family
• Tell your When Seconds Count® story

• Download toolkit resources from 

website: http://ht.ly/Y53Ur
• Get involved with social media
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Scientific & Clinical Information
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Anesthesiology

• The official peer-reviewed journal of the ASA

• The premier peer-reviewed journal in the specialty

• Impact Factor of 6.523

• #1 in anesthesia and pain category

• Highest Impact Factor in Journal’s history

• Impact Factor not be-all-and-end-all measure of

success, but as Editor-in-Chief Dr. Evan Kharasch says, “if you are going to be ranked, it is 

nice to be #1.”

• The #1 most-used ASA member benefit, with a 73% usage rate

• Original Investigations, July 2017 to June 2018

• 2/3 clinical science; 1/3 basic science

• 2/3 perioperative medicine; 1/3 critical care and pain medicine
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Redesigned ASAHQ

• New design is easier to 
read, visually impactful

• New “Research and 
Publications” section

• In The Spotlight section 
highlights timely, 
relevant issues

• Easier navigation
• More mobile-friendly
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Professional & Career Resources
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Professional Resources

• ASA continues to grow its roster of benefits, products and services 
aimed at improving your professional performance

• Practice Management resources
• Quality & Registry products
• Group Practice Solutions
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Career Resources

• Additionally, ASA is ramping up its portfolio of benefits, products and 
services to help you reach your career goals

• New non-clinical “soft skills” training modules for resident programs and others
• ASA-ACHE Physician Leadership Development Collaborative

• Partnership with ACHE
• ASA courses count toward FACHE if member is also in ACHE

• Advanced cohort added to our Executive Physician Leadership Program with 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management

• 4-day program for physician leaders who have completed the introductory program or who 
are already in senior executive positions

• Launches in 2019
• ASA adding Wellness resources to ASAHQ.org
• New Career Center launching very soon on ASAHQ.org
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Q & A
• Thank You!


