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ASA® Working for You
Linda J. Mason, M.D.
ASA President Elect

Disclosures & Objectives

- Nothing to disclose.
- Objectives: Participants will learn –

• Key trends and challenges facing the specialty in the 
market, legislature and regulatory, nationally and in the 
states.

• How ASA is working with members nationally and in the 
states to address current and emerging opportunities.
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AAAC Officers
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Peter Rock, M.D., M.B.A., FCCM, 
President                      

University of Maryland School 
of Medicine

Jeanine P. Wiener-Kronish, M.D., 
President-Elect       

Massachusetts General Hospital

AAAC Officers
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Ronald G. Pearl, M.D., Ph.D., 
Secretary

Stanford University School of Medicine       

Jeffrey Kirsch, M.D., 
Past President                           

Oregon Health & Sciences University

Academic Anesthesiology Affiliated Subspecialty of ASA

Jeffrey Kirsch, M.D., FASA Michael Lewis, M.D., FASA
Director Alternate Director
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2016 ASA Membership – 53,000 members
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Impact of Changing Marketplace on Your 
Practice and ASA

- Dramatic increase in hospital employment and practice 
consolidation.

- Trend to consolidation is affecting diverse types of 
practices in both academic and private settings.

- ASA is committed to maintaining relevance to large 
practices as rapid consolidation continues.
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Education

ASA Education Center and My Learning App
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Current courses on the app:
- 2016-2017 ACE, SEE
- SAM Pediatrics
- SAM Obstetrics
- Journal CME and more

Track all CME and 
MOCA credit in one 
place.
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ASA Self-Assessment Programs
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- Anesthesiology Continuing Education (ACE) Program
- Self- Education and Evaluation (SEE) Program
- Self-Assessment Modules (SAM), developed w/sub-

specialties
• Pain Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Obstetrics

© 2017 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ANESTHESIOLOGISTS.  

ASA Supports Quality and Patient Safety

ASA activities approved for MOCA 
Part 2 Patient Safety requirements:

- Fundamentals of Patient 
Safety

- Patient Safety Highlights
- MRI Advisory
- Cardiac Arrest and Spinal 

Anesthesia
- Cardiac Tamponade
- Intraoperative Awareness
- Smoking Cessation in 

Surgical Patients
- Neuromuscular Blockade
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New Innovative ASA Education Offerings

Safe Sedation Training –
Moderate
Launched August, 2015

asahq.org/sst-moderate  

Safe Sedation Training – Deep
Launched July, 2017

asahq.org/sst-deep
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Anesthesia SimSTAT – Now Approved for 5 Patient Safety 
and ABA MOCA Part IV Credits
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- Initial modules will include:
• Pulseless Electrical Activity 

(PEA) Trauma (Now 
Available)

• Postoperative Myocardial 
Infarction (Coming soon)

• Malignant Hyperthermia 
(Coming soon)

• Anaphylaxis (2018)
• Local Anesthetic Systemic 

Toxicity (2018)
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ASA Education Concierge

- The Education Concierge is a learning platform for health care 
organizations that provides a private label, custom educational 
experience with access to ASA’s quality CME education, for physicians 
and care teams.

Features and benefits:

- Curriculum meets accreditation and certification requirements

- View education outcome reports with easy data capture, historical 
record keeping and report generation of learner progress

- Available on any device, anytime- compatible across all platforms
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Advocacy
Pain Medicine and Prescription Opioid Abuse

- Increase patient access to multimodal and multidisciplinary pain 
management, including insurance coverage of non-opioid therapies and 
team-based care

- Enhance physician education on multimodal, multidisciplinary pain 
management, including safe and effective opioid prescribing

- Encourage safe storage and disposal of opioid medications by increasing 
patient access to drug “take back” programs

- Support research for decreasing opioid use in the postoperative period
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Addressing the Opioid Epidemic- ASA’s Key Policy Issues
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AMA Task Force to Reduce Prescription Opioid Abuse 
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- Supports the goals to:

• Increase physicians' registration and use of effective 
PDMPs.

• Enhance physicians' education on effective, evidence-
based prescribing.

• Reduce the stigma of pain and promote comprehensive 
assessment and treatment.

• Reduce the stigma of substance abuse and enhance 
access to treatment.

• Expand access to naloxone in the community and 
through co-prescribing.

Controlled Substances Stakeholder’s Coalition 
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- Organized by the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy 
(NABP), ASA and other organizations meet 1-2 times a year to 
address common issues and collaboration between physicians 
and pharmacists.

- Previously collaborated on a resource addressing red flag 
warning signs for opioid prescribing and dispensing.

- Last met in December 2016, with plans to meet in spring 2017. 

- Working together to develop slides to illustrate roles 
pharmacists/physicians play in opioid prescribing and 
dispensing, to be utilized for presentations at national 
conventions.



11/1/17

4

Collaboration with Premier Inc.Safer Post-Operative Pain 
Management: Reducing Opioid-Related Harm Pilot
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- 6-month pilot program: September 2017- March 2018

- ASA and Premier will work together with 30 hospitals 

- Goals:
• Measurably reduce adverse drug events and harm associated with 

opioids among select adult surgical patient populations including 
elective hip and knee arthroplasty and colectomy procedures. 

• Limiting opioid use in these surgeries; thereby decreasing opioid 
use at discharge and lowering readmission rates

- ASA members will serve as expert faculty on educational webinars with 
the participating hospitals

@ASALifeline | Fb.me/AmericanSocietyofAnesthesiologists


