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AASPD SUBSPECIALTY 
UPDATE:  CRITICAL 
CARE
Nicholas Sadovnikoff, MD, FCCM
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Boston, MA

Anesthesiology Critical Care Medicine
• 1985 ABMS approved ABA to issue certificates in Critical 

Care Medicine
• 1986 SOCCA formed 
• 1986 ABA issued first board certification of special 

competence in CC 
• 1988 ACGME accredited 
• 2013 ABMS approved ABA/ABEM certification of EM 

physicians in ACCM (19 programs)

Numbers
2014 2015 2016 2017

APPLICANT DATA

Applicant registrations 196 189 194 203

# Applicant Rank Lists Submitted 147 148 153 157

Matched Total 127 137 149 150

Unmatched Total 20 11 4 7

Applicant Matching % (Overall) 86% 93% 97% 96%

Total # of Withdrawals 20 19 16 11

PROGRAM DATA

# Of Participating Programs 47 49 52 53

Positions Offered 150 167 186 202

Positions Filled 127 137 149 150

Unfilled Positions 23 30 37 52

Match Timeline

Date
Applicant Registration 
Begins

November 1, 2017

Rank List Submission 
Deadline

May 24, 2018

Results Released to 
Programs

May 31, 2018

Results Released to 
Applicants

May 31, 2018

Post-match vacancies 
posted

June 1, 2018

Fellowship Training Begins July/August 2018

Match Process
• SF Match
• Common Application Service: new 2017 cycle
• Standardized LOR:  not using
• Exceptions to the Match: unchanged

Match Timeline

Date
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Begins
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Rank List Submission 
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May 24, 2018
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Programs

May 31, 2018

Results Released to 
Applicants

May 31, 2018

Post-match vacancies 
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June 1, 2018

Fellowship Training Begins July/August 2018
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Exceptions to the Match
• Requires agreement from applicant and program
• Exceptions  2017 (42)

• Active military service (0)
• Commitment > 1 yr (24)
• Outside US at time of application (0)
• Not eligible for ABA certification (0)
• ‘Couples match’ (1)
• Internal candidates (19)

Issues with the ACCM Match
• Exception Process

• Process
• Fairness
• Transparency

• Programs holding positions outside of match
• Timing

2014 2015 2016 2017
Positions Offered 150 167 187 202
Positions matched 127 137 149 150

Exceptions (%) 31(24) 36(26) 56(38) 42(28)

Subspecialty Organization
• SOCCA

• Formally sponsored 2013 
• PDs meet 3 times a year

• now
• SCCM:  San Antonio, February 24, 2018
• SOCCA/IARS:  Chicago, April 27, 2018
• SAAAPM/AASPD: Chicago November 2/3, 2018

Other Interests (?In Common)
• Discussion Board
• Common Competencies/ Collaboration
• Jobs in the Community & Academics
• Professional Development Opportunities for our PDs 
• Critical Care Ultrasound
• ? Move towards common August starting dates


