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• Question editors & responsibilities

• Exam development and key validation

• In-Training Examination (ITE) scoring 

• Relationship of ITE Scores to other exam scores

• Examination success rates

• New ABA Assessment Center

• Staged examinations for primary certification

• Aligning CCC reports with ACGME Milestones

The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Question Editors
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70 Junior Editors

21 were selected in 2014

Write questions (18/year)

Revise questions based on feedback

36 Senior Editors & Committee Members

Edit questions

Mentor junior editors

Question Editors 

ITE/BASIC/Part 1Exams
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Committee Members

BASIC
Stacy Lynn Jones, M.D.
Jerome M. Klafta, M.D.
Roger S. Mecca, M.D.
L. Lazarre Ogden, III, M.D.
Manuel C. Pardo, Jr., M.D.

ITE
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Sylvia Y. Dolinski, M.D.
Stephen O. Heard, M.D.
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Part 1/ADVANCED
Richard P. Dutton, M.D.
Stephanie R. Goodman, M.D.
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Donald E. Martin, M.D.
Paul D. Ware, M.D.
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Question Development

Generation of questions for the ABA Examinations: 
BASIC, Part 1 and ITE

– More than 1,000 questions generated

– Two senior editors meetings and eight  webinars to 
review items 

– ITE and BASIC Exam forms reviewed by exams 
committees in September 2014

– Part 1 form to be reviewed in January 2015

8The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

In-Training Exam
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2015 In-Training Exam

• Internet-based exam

– Delivered via vendor - Internet Testing Systems

– Laptops with wireless connections may be used for 
exams; however, direct connections to the Internet 
are strongly preferred

– A systems check is required on every computer used 
to deliver the ITE 

– Administration guidelines will be distributed in 
December 2015

– 10The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

2015 In-Training Exam

• Delivered during a 5-day window

– From 12:00 a.m. EST on Thursday, Feb. 19 to 11:59 p.m. 
EST on Monday, Feb. 23 

• Exam delivery may occur at any time during the 
testing window with multiple administrations

• The ITE remains a secure, proctored exam

11The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

2015 ITE Results Reporting

• Personal Performance Reports include information about 
individual performance on BASIC and ADVANCED items

– Scale score based on the whole exam

– Percent Correct Scores based on BASIC and ADVANCED items, 
respectively

– Performance within content/category areas 

– Keywords associated with items answered incorrectly

• Program Summaries include information about program 
performance on BASIC and ADVANCED items, including:

– Program performance on individual items compared to entire test-
taking population at each training level 

12The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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ITE: Reported Categories

• Anatomy

• Mathematics, Statistics, Computers

• Pharmacology

• Physics, Monitoring and Anesthesia Delivery Devices

• Anesthesia Procedures, Methods and Techniques

• Physiology

• Subspecialties: Critical Care, Obstetric Anesthesia, Pain, 
Pediatric Anesthesia 

• Organ-based Clinical: Cardiovascular, Endocrine, 
Hematologic, Neurologic, Neuromuscular, Respiratory, 
Renal/Urinary/Electrolytes

13The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Pain Management ITE

• In 2013, the ABA  began offering a Pain 
Management ITE

• Additional subspecialty ITEs will likely be 
added in the future as our item banks grow

14The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Question Types for the

ITE & Part 1 Examination

• More graphics
– Still shots of a monitor screen

– Ultrasound images

• Video clips
– From a simulator or real-time bedside monitor 

– Laryngoscopy, FOB images

– Basic level TEE video clips 

– Ultrasound images for placement of regional blocks 
and central venous lines

15The American Board of AnesthesiologyThe American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Exam Performance
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In-Training Exam Performance

by Training Level & Exam Year
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Relation of Scores:

ITE to Part 1 Examination 
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The correlation between the 2014 ITE scaled scores
and 2014 Part 1 Exam scaled Scores is 0.567, p < 0.001.

ITE Scaled Score

18The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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Scaled 
Score

N
2014 Part 1 Scaled Score

Mean (S.D.)
Part 1 Pass 

Rate

<25 36 179 (45) 25%

26‐30 176 238 (49) 71%

31‐35 518 265 (42) 92%

36‐40 558 283 (41) 97%

41‐45 197 315 (40) 100%

>46 43 350 (36) 100%

Relation of Scores:

ITE to First Attempt on Part 1 Examination 
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Relation of Scores:
ITE to the BASIC Examination 
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The correlation between the 2014 ITE scaled scores
and 2014 July Basic Exam scaled Scores is 0.638, p < 0.001

ITE Scaled Score
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Scaled 
Score

N
2014 July BASIC Scaled 

Score
Mean (S.D.)

BASIC Pass 
Rate

<25 417 217 (42) 89%

26‐30 550 245 (39) 98%

31‐35 423 267 (38) 100%

36‐40 181 299 (39) 100%

41‐45 40 344 (35) 100%

>46 5 368 (39) 100%

Relation of Scores:

ITE to the BASIC Examination 

21The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Part 1 Examination Scoring

• Standard-setting study: every 5 years

• Following exam administration: preliminary item 
analysis (difficulty & discrimination)

• Key validation for items 
– negative discrimination

– no clear correct answer

22The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

The BASIC Exam: 

Standard-Setting Process

• A passing standard was recommended by 

two panels; program directors and early 

career diplomates

• The Hofstee Method

– Combined panel member judgments about an 

appropriate passing score and an 

appropriate pass rate

23The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

2014 Part 1 Exam Results

• Candidates were randomly assigned to Monday or 
Tuesday’s Exam 

• Key validation eliminated 3 items

• 71% of candidates passed

N
Mean Scaled 

Score
Standard 
Deviation

Pass 
Rate

Reliability

2390 239.15 79.39 71.3% 0.93

24The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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Part 1 Exam Success Rates
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2014 BASIC Exam Results

• Candidates were randomly assigned to Monday or 
Tuesday’s Exam 

• Key validation eliminated 14 items and rekeyed 1 item 

• 96.5% of candidates passed

N
Mean Scaled 

Score
Standard 
Deviation

Pass 
Rate

Reliability

1622 252.31 49.47 96.5% 0.81

26The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

2015 BASIC Exam 

Administration

• The January 2015 BASIC Exam will be administered on 
Saturday, Jan.10, using Pearson VUE testing centers

• All eligible residents will take the exam on this date

• The June 2015 BASIC Exam will be administered on 
Friday, June 12, and Saturday, June 13, using Prometric 
testing centers

• All eligible residents will be randomly assigned to either 
the Friday or the Saturday exam administration

27The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Part 2 Exam Success Rates
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Relation of Scores:

2014 Spring Part 2 to First Attempt on Part 1 

Examination 

29The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

The correlation between the 2014 Spring Part 2 Exam scaled scores
and First  Attempt Part 1 Exam scaled Scores is 0.392, p < 0.001

Critical Care Medicine Exam 

Success Rates

30The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

159 diplomates took 2014 CCM exam; a total of 1,845 diplomates are certified in CCM.
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Pain Medicine Exam

Success Rates

31The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

298 diplomates took 2014 PM exam; a total of 5,219 diplomates are certified in PM.

Pediatric Anesthesiology

Success Rate

32

Exam Year Pass Rate

2013 96%

2014 89%

The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

898 diplomates took the 2014 exam; 
a total of 2,212 diplomates are certified in Pediatric Anesthesiology.

Sleep Medicine & Hospice & Palliative Medicine

Success Rates

Exam 
Year

Hospice & Palliative 
Medicine 

Sleep 
Medicine

2008 86% N/A

2009 NO EXAM N/A

2010 74% N/A

2011 NO EXAM 80%

2012 79% NO EXAM

2013 NO EXAM 54%

2014
Results yet to be 

released
NO EXAM

33The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Staged Examinations
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Transition to Staged 

Examinations

• Designed to encourage residents to engage in 
more sustained study over the course of 
residency training

• Also aligns with ACGME Milestones

35The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Advanced 
following period of independent practice

Junior  
end of CA-1 year

Mid Level 
completion of rotations in all anesthesiology 
subspecialty areas of CA-2 year

Entry 
end of CB year

Senior  
last day of CA-3 training and graduation

Milestones:

Five levels of Performance

36The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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Clinical Competence 

Committee Report and 

Milestones

• CCC report: core tool for evaluating 
residents’ training and performance against 
milestones

• Competencies on CCC Report include 
Milestone descriptors of subcomponents

• Levels of performance assigned to each 
subcomponent

37The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Sample CCC Report 
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Staged Examinations

Eligibility

• Residents who will complete their four-year 
training in anesthesiology on or after June 30, 
2016 will take the staged exams

• Residents who will complete training before 
June 30, 2016 will take the traditional Part 1 and 
Part 2 Exams

39The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Staged Examinations

40

BASIC Examination focuses on scientific basis of clinical 
anesthetic practice and concentrates on content areas, such as 
pharmacology, physiology, anatomy, anesthesia equipment and 
monitoring

ADVANCED Examination focuses on clinical aspects of 
anesthetic practice and will emphasize subspecialty based 
practice and advanced clinical issues. It will cover topics 
from the entire BASIC and ADVANCED Examinations Content 
Outline

APPLIED Examination includes
Objective Structured Clinical Examinations 
(OSCEs) in addition to the traditional oral 
examination questions

The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Staged Examinations Timeline

41The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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Staged Examinations

BASIC Examination

– Administered twice each year

– Eligible residents are strongly encouraged to take 
the BASIC Examination prior to their CA-3 year

ADVANCED Examination will be administered in 
2016 and then twice each year

APPLIED Examination will replace the current Part 
2 (Oral) Examination in 2017

– Content and format will change to include both 
the oral exam and Objective Structured Clinical 
Examinations (OSCEs) elements

42The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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Staged Examination Fees

Examination Fee

BASIC Examination $775

ADVANCED Examination $775

APPLIED Examination $2,100

TOTAL $3,650

• Totals fees are unchanged from those for the 
traditional exams for primary certification

43The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

If a Resident Fails the BASIC 

Exam…

• It can be taken 6 months later.
• After failing the Basic Examination a 

second time, a resident:
– automatically receives an unsatisfactory (“U”) 

for that reporting period.

– will continue to receive a “U” until the exam is 
passed.

• Failing the examination 3 or more times 
will extend residency training.

44The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

The ADVANCED Exam

• Emphasis will be on subspecialty based 
practice and complex clinical issues

• Candidates will be eligible to take the exam 
after satisfactory completion of both the 
BASIC Exam and residency training

• The exam will be offered for the first time in 
July 2016

45The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

APPLIED Examination

• The ABA’s current Part 2 (Oral) 
Examination will become the 
APPLIED Exam

• Beginning in 2017, the exam 
content and format will change to 
include both Objective Structured 
Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) 
and the traditional oral 
examination questions

46The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

The OSCE

• Will consist of a circuit of short stations at which 
each candidate is tested on aspects of a single 
task or problem by one examiner

• All candidates will rotate through the same 
stations, completing all the stations in the circuit. 
As a result, candidates will be assessed by more 
examiners than in the current Part 2 Examination

• Each station will have a different examiner

47The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Practitioner Skill Levels

DOES: Observations in 
clinical practice, teamwork

SHOWS HOW: Simulation, 
OSCEs

KNOWS HOW: MCQ, Oral 
examinations, OSCE

KNOWS: MCQ, Oral 
examinations

48The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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The OSCE

Skills To Be Tested

• Communication and 
Professionalism 

• Monitoring and Data 
Interpretation

• Resuscitation and 
Management of Critical 
Illness

49The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

The OSCE Is Designed to 

Be…

• Objective - all candidates will be assessed 

using exactly the same stations and grading 

scheme 

• Structured – OSCE stations will have a 

very specific task where simulated patients 

with detailed scripts will be used

50The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

ABA Assessment Center

51The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

ABA Assessment Center

• Starting in 2015, all Part 2 Examinations will be held in new Assessment 
Center. Starting in 2016, all APPLIED Examinations will be administered 
there.

52The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

ABA Assessment Center

• Starting in 2015, all Part 2 Examinations will be held in new Assessment 
Center. Starting in 2016, all APPLIED Examinations will be administered 
there.
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ABA Assessment Center

• Starting in 2015, all Part 2 Examinations will be held in new Assessment 
Center. Starting in 2016, all APPLIED Examinations will be administered 
there.

54The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.
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ABA Assessment Center

• Starting in 2015, all Part 2 Examinations will be held in new Assessment 
Center. Starting in 2016, all APPLIED Examinations will be administered 
there.

55The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

2015 Part 2 Examinations

• Nine administration weeks 

• About  250 candidates per week

• Seven spring exam weeks (February to May)

• Two fall exam weeks (August to October)

56The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Examiner Recruitment

The ABA will have 239 active 
examiners at the start of 2015

In preparation for the APPLIED 
Examination, the ABA will recruit 
90 more in 2015 and 90 in 2016

57The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

GOAL:405 
Examiners

by 2019

www.theABA.org

FAQs, sample questions, content outline and timeline for 
residents available on Staged Exams page

58The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

Exam Blueprints 

& Sample Questions

• Blueprints will be posted on public website with 
wrap around information in January 2015

• Wrap around information will include:
– Examination purpose 

– Exam content

– Exam specifications

– Exam administration information

– Tables showing the number and relative percentage 
of questions in each of the blueprint content 
categories

59The American Board of Anesthesiology, Inc.

QUESTIONS?
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Communications Center: 
Phone: (866) 999-7501

Fax: (866) 999-7503

Email: coms@theABA.org

Mail Correspondence:

ABA Secretary

4208 Six Forks Rd, Suite 1500 

Raleigh, NC 27609-5765
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