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IN
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O

U
N

C
IL M

EM
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• A
B

A
 

– D
avid C

hestnut* 
– D

ouglas C
oursin 

– G
lenn G

ravlee 
– Jeff A

ndrew
s 

-
 Jim

 D
i N

ardo 
– C

ynthia L
ien 

– K
enneth T

um
an* 

• A
SA

 
– A

rnold B
erry* 

– John R
ow

lingson 
– Jeffrey G

ross (V
.C

.) 
– R

oger M
ecca 

– C
harles O

tto* 
– Patricia Petrozza 
– R

obert G
aiser 



N
ew Joint Council M

em
bers 

A
B

A
 representatives 

• John Em
hardt 

• Steve H
all 

A
SA

 representatives 
• Jerry K

lafta 
• D

on M
artin 



Plus 

• A
pproxim

ately 30 senior editors, 20 junior 
editors 

• A
nd 24 new

 Junior Editors 
• PLEA

SE recognize this as im
portant service 

activity tow
ard prom

otion 
– Tim

e consum
ing 

– Peer review
ed 



IN
-T

R
A

IN
IN

G
 E

X
A

M
IN

A
T

IO
N

 

• 
�3 exam

s in 1
� 

– In-T
raining E

xam
 

– R
equalifying E

xam
 

– A
B

A
 Part  I E

xam
 

• Subset of ~300 questions from
 IT

E
 (350) 

– 2007: last year for a com
bined IT

E
 and A

B
A

 
Part I E

xam
 

– B
U

T
: C

ontent and difficulty blueprints w
ill 

rem
ain as close as possible 



D
em

ographics of In-Training Exam
inations 
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2005 ITE Q
uestion D

istribution 
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Rem
inder 

• K
-types w

ill not be on the 2008 exam
s 

• A
-types, G

-types, and (w
e hope) R

-types 
w

ill rem
ain 

• W
hy abandon K

-types?   
– They are not on U

SM
LE 

– They take longer, and the exam
 w

ill be shorter 
– C

oncern that candidates� grow
th in know

ledge 
m

ight partly reflect just learning to take K
-types  
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SU
BSCO

RE CATEG
O

RIES 

• A
natom

y 
• A

nesthesia Procedures 
• C

ardiovascular 
• H

em
atology 

• N
euroanesthesia 

• O
bstetric A

nesthesia 
• Pain 

• Pediatric A
nesthesia 

• Pharm
acology 

• Physics/Equipm
ent 

• Physiology 
• R

egional A
nesthesia 

• R
espiratory 



Subscores 

• Provided to the exam
inees 

• N
O

T provided to the program
 directors  

• This w
as not our intent 

• Looking into feasibility of a program
 report 

for C
A

2s (C
A

3s w
ill not m

atter in 2008) 
– (D

o you w
ant this?)   



O
ld Exam

 Release 

• H
istorically one per year at a 10 year delay 

• H
eld off in 2005 because of concerns about 

size of question bank 
• V

oted in 2006 to release 1995 exam
 

• Then learned that 2007 exam
 contained 

several questions from
 1995 exam

 
• Should release 1995 exam

 in early 2008 



W
hen do you want to have the 

ITE?  
(A

 C
ontinuing Saga) 



Joint Council 2005 Survey of Residency Program
s 
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Q
uestion: A

ssum
ing that the In-training Exam

ination w
ill be  

adm
inistered once a year, I w

ould prefer that the exam
 be given in:  



2006 
I would (still) prefer to keep the exam

 in July 

Y
es

56%

N
o

44%



{2006} I thought we would get m
ore 

votes for W
inter/Spring – W

hy? 
• O

nce it�s not sim
ultaneous w

ith A
B

A
 Part I 

exam
, giving the ITE som

etim
e betw

een 
January 1 and A

pril 30 
– A

llow
s C

A
3s a �practice run

� closer to A
B

A
 

exam
 

– Provides a better database for C
A

0s  (C
A

1 yr) 
– Provides recent know

ledge data for 6/30 C
C

C
 

report - current info is old even for 12/30  

 



2007 
G

iven the options of July/August or February/
M

arch 

Feb/M
ar

77%

July/Aug
23%



Com
puterized Exam

 Conversion 

• Target:  A
B

A
 in 2008, ITE in 2009 

• [A
B

A
 and ITE can

�t rem
ain on sam

e day 
because of exam

 center capacity issues] 
• A

B
A

 sooner because of sm
aller num

ber of 
candidates 

• Eventual goal: m
ore creative uses of 

graphics, videos; different question types 
and scenarios 

 



ABA and ITE Com
parability 

• Even though they can no longer be the sam
e 

exam
 on the sam

e day: 
• Q

uestion developm
ent process w

ill be the 
sam

e for both exam
s 

• Exam
 topic distribution w

ill rem
ain the 

sam
e  

• M
ost ITE questions w

ill be previous A
B

A
 

questions 
 



The ideal way to deliver the In-training 
exam

ination to residents is via: 
A

. 
Printed test books – 27%

 

B
. 

C
om

puter at a com
m

ercial com
puter-based testing 

center – 21%
 

C
. 

Internet to secure, proctored centers, w
hich m

ay be at 
the training institution – 45%

 

D
. 

B
oth B

 &
 C

 – 2%
 

E. 
N

o answ
er – 5%

 

Joint Council 2005 Survey of Residency Program
s 



 [2006] CBT ITE Adm
inistration 

M
odels 

• C
ould use high-tech high-security centers 

like A
B

A
 Part I, but EX

PEN
SIV

E 
• O

r – low
er-tech centers at a low

er cost 
• O

r – dow
nload to departm

ents, adm
inister 

yourselves w
ith standards/guidelines from

 
Joint C

ouncil   
• M

ixed m
odels m

ay be possible  



RFP In progress 

• G
oal: D

eliver ITE at a C
B

T center in early 
M

arch, 2009 over 3 or few
er days 

• D
o this at an affordable cost  

• D
o it the sam

e w
ay for all exam

inees 
• G

et reports by end of A
pril, 2009 

  



O
ur next P.D

. survey M
IG

H
T look 

like this: 

• ITE can be delivered for $100 a candidate in 
paper and pencil 

• W
e�d like to do it via C

B
T for consistency 

w
ith A

B
A

 Part I 
• If this can

�t be done for $100 as a C
B

T, 
how

 m
uch m

ore w
ould you pay?  

• R
ight now

, I can only guess that it can be 
done for $120-150 



ABA Part I Exam
: Critical 

D
ates 

• Sept 15, 2007: first m
ailing 

• N
ov 1, 2007: first rem

inder 
• N

ov 15, 2007: final rem
inder 

• D
ec 15, 2007: R

egistration standard deadline 
• Jan 15, 2008: Late registration deadline (penalty 

of $300 PLU
S risks loss of preferred exam

 site) 
• Exam

: A
ugust 4-5, 2008 (M

on-Tues) 
– N

O
T A

ugust 4-6 as stated in A
B

A
 B

O
I 



G
race Period for ABA 
Part 1 Enrollm

ent 

 
R

ecently extended from
 A

ugust 31 to 
Septem

ber 30 for com
pletion of 

residency/fellow
ship training. 



Scheduling with Pearson VU
E  

• Instructions sent after fee paid on-line, so 
pay fee A

SA
P: 

• Early B
ird gets the w

orm
 

– The earlier you register, the better your exam
 

center and tim
e selection 

– Later registration (especially w
aiting until M

ay) 
risks the need to travel long distances to an 
exam

 center, possibly by plane 
 



Scheduling Possibilities 

• Tw
o day test w

indow
: A

ugust  4-5, 2008 
• M

orning &
 afternoon session each day 

• Pearson m
ay elect to fill m

orning slots 
before offering afternoon ones (still under 
discussion)  

• O
nce scheduled, Pearson V

U
E sends a 

confirm
ation letter 



Exam
 Center: Pearson VU

E 

• Professional, state-of-the-art testing centers 
• H

igh, standardized security (stay tuned) 
• Standardized facilities and layout  
• A

udio- &
 V

ideo-taped surveillance 
• Proctoring through an observation w

indow
 

and �w
alk-throughs�  



Pearson VU
E: W

hat we hear 
• Exam

inees m
ay dislike the high-level security 

and rigid enforcem
ent 

• This is standard for this vendor 
• A

B
A

 chose Pearson based on am
enities and 

facilities 
– The security m

easures are driven by Pearson V
U

E 
policy w

ith A
B

A
 acceptance 

• Please share security info w
ith your residents so it 

w
ill not be a surprise 



Personal item
s? 

• In a w
ord, N

O
: 

– C
ell phones 

– H
and held com

puters or digital assistants 
– C

am
eras or recording devices 

– Pagers 
– W

atches, w
allets, purses 

– H
ats, bags, coats 

– B
ooks and notes 

• Lockers provided for these item
s 



Exam
 Schedule  

• N
ondisclosure A

greem
ent: 5 m

inutes 
• Exam

 tutorial: 10 m
inutes (once) 

• Session 1:  2 hours, 20 m
inutes 

• 20 m
inute break  

• Session 2:  2 hours, 20 m
inutes 



M
ore detailed slide show about 

2008 ABA Part I N
uts and Bolts 

• (Presentation given to A
SA

 R
esident H

O
D

 
in SF) 

• N
ow

 posted on A
B

A
 W

eb site 
w

w
w

.theaba.org 
– G

o into Prim
ary C

ertification, A
B

A
 Part I 

Exam
ination, click on �slide show

�  



Thank you! 

glenn.gravlee@
uchsc.edu 





Think about: Can you accept a 
$200-250 ITE? (now $100) 

If so, under w
hat conditions?  



2006 Survey:  D
etails 

• Survey conducted by fax in Septem
ber, 

2006 
• 95 program

 directors responded 



Assum
e that the results of the ITE will take 1-2 m

onths to 
produce and deliver to you.  If the ITE should occur in a 
m

onth other than July, I would prefer that it be given: 

August - 
S

eptem
ber

41%

O
ctober - 

D
ecem

ber
14%

January - M
arch

21% April - June
24%



So, are you having second thoughts 
about JU

LY for the In-training 
exam

?  



Content O
utline Revision 

• 1996 version 

• 2003 version (convert to organ-
based) 

• 2006 revision approved and in 
progress: w

ill apply to 2008 Exam
 

– w
w

w
.asahq.org/publicationsandservices/

contentoutlinerev2003 



 Annual Release of O
ld ITEs 

• N
ot done last year because of concerns 

about question pool size re C
B

T conversion 
• Joint C

ouncil has approved release of 1995 
ITE  

• JC
 D

ecided to stop selling them
.  W

ill 
provide for free (w

ith answ
ers) on A

SA
 w

eb 
site  

• R
eleased Exam

s are still copyright-
protected! 



2006 Test Center Issues 

• N
othing of consequence to ITE candidates 

this year 
• O

ne test center changed its venue w
ithout 

contacting A
SA

 office, hence tw
o 

requalification candidates m
issed an hour of 

exam
 tim

e 
• If you change the exam

 site, please be so 
kind as to inform

 us of this change 



To serve you better in 2006 and 
beyond, the Joint Council 

introduces 

SU
B

SC
O

R
ES 



%
 Correctly Answered 2005 ITE 

C
alibration G

roup 

72
73

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
100

B
ook A

B
ook B

Percent Correct Answers (%) 



Subscore Fram
ework 

• R
equires 20+ questions to get a reliable 

sam
ple 

• N
ote standard error is about 3 tim

es that of 
the overall ITE score 

• R
ecom

m
end these over key w

ords in trying 
to analyze areas of strength or w

eakness  
[either program

 or resident] 



G
aps in Knowledge – CA3s 

• 8 Surprising G
aps Identified 

• R
eport sent before A

SA
 

• Few
 repercussions  





Inform
ation on N

ew ABA Part I 
Exam

 Form
at 



Inform
ation about ABA Part I 

• A
pplication, N

otification and Scheduling  
• C

B
T inform

ation 
• Exam

ination D
ay 

– A
rrival/R

egistration 
– Exam

 conduct/schedule  
• Post-exam

ination 



H
istory: ABA Part I (aka W

ritten 
Exam

) 

• Paper &
 pencil exam

 since 1930s, initially essay 
• Exclusively m

ultiple choice: 1948 
• C

om
puterized �bubble� scanned scoring: C

irca 
1960 (first ITE w

as 1977) 
• C

om
puterized A

B
A

 Part I Exam
: 2008 

• C
om

puterized In-training Exam
: 2009 (w

e hope) 



Exam
 Registration Process  

• Starts w
ith A

B
A

 sending you an adm
ission 

letter, w
hich w

ill explain the on-line paym
ent 

process 
• Letter sent as early as Feb 1, 2008 (all repeat 

candidates, m
ost on-tim

e registrants) 
• Late registrants will definitely receive the 

letter later 
  



Scheduling Exam
 with Pearson VU

E 
• O

n-line:  http://w
w

w
.pearsonvue.com

 
• If on-line, you m

ay need to apply for a log-in 
nam

e and passw
ord 

• O
r: C

all the A
B

A
 Test center at Pearson V

U
E 

at 866-468-3848, X
2796 M

-F betw
een 7 am

 &
 

7 pm
  C

EN
TR

A
L TIM

E  



CBT in general 

• Sim
ilarities to U

SM
LE w

ill likely exceed 
the differences 

• Pearson V
U

E instead of Thom
pson 

Prom
etric 

– M
ore consistent am

enities and softw
are/

hardw
are at exam

ination centers 
– In general, tighter security m

easures (e.g., 
fingerprint scanning on each entry/exit) 



Exam
 Content 

• 
Predom

inantly A
-type m

ultiple choice (single-best answ
er) 

• 
N

O
 K

 TY
PES (m

ore than one correct answ
er) 

• 
Probably som

e m
atching 

• 
B

ased on A
B

A
/A

SA
 ITE C

ontent O
utline, w

eighted 
according to im

portance of content area  
• 

250 questions, i.e., 125 per session 
• 

O
nly 225 w

ill be scored (but not identified) 
• 

B
udget your tim

e: 140 m
inutes for 125 questions, can 

scroll backw
ard &

 forw
ard w

ithin each 125-question set 



Procedures on Arrival at Test 
Center 

A
gain, A

B
A

 �authorization to test� 
letter is N

O
T R

EQ
U

IR
ED

 



Procedures on Arrival at Test 
Center - 2 

• 2 form
s of ID

: 
– one m

ust have a photo &
 signature &

 be 
governm

ent-issued, non-expired 
– Second m

ust bear your signature 
– N

am
e on file m

ust exactly m
atch ID

 (not to the 
point of full m

iddle nam
e) 

• Provide signature for validation by 
com

parison w
ith ID

 



Procedures on Arrival at Test 
Center - 3 

• O
btain fingerprint scan 

• O
btain photo  

• Show
 locker to candidate  (explain w

hat 
m

ust be placed there, enforce that this is 
done) 

• Provide erasable noteboard &
 pen 

• A
dm

it candidate to exam
ination 



Late Arrivals 
• If w

ithin 30 m
inutes, they m

ay elect to seat 
you, SC

H
ED

U
LE PER

M
ITTIN

G
 

• If > 30 m
inutes late: lost opportunity (you get 

3) plus $100 cancellation fee 
• So arrive on tim

e! (30 m
inutes before 

scheduled test tim
e) 



U
nscheduled Breaks &

 Q
uestions 

• U
nscheduled break w

ith the clock running:  
raise your hand 
– M

ust leave room
, can access locker for essential 

item
s (e.g., m

edications: best to pre-advise proctor 
of need) 

– M
ay not access cell phones, study guides, etc. 

– Fingerprint on exit and re-entry 
• Q

uestions on hardw
are or softw

are problem
s: 

also raise your hand 



Erasable N
oteboards, etc. 

• Y
ou w

ill get an erasable noteboard and a 
m

arker for use during the exam
 

• If filled, raise hand and a new
 one w

ill be 
provided 

• C
om

puter term
inal has a calculator function 

that you can access 
• Food, drink, and disturbing noise are 

prohibited 



Exam
 or Session Com

plete? 

• R
aise your hand, proctor w

ill com
e to 

ensure exam
 has been properly com

pleted 
(N

O
T to check your answ

ers) 
• Printout �receipt� acknow

ledges 
com

pletion of exam
 

• O
ptional onscreen evaluation of exam

 m
ay 

be offered 



Irregular Behavior 

• Exam
 center w

ill report this to A
B

A
 

• D
isruptive or irregular behavior during the 

exam
 m

ay cause im
m

ediate dism
issal from

 
exam

 and loss of exam
 opportunity 

• C
opying behavior w

ill be reported and 
disciplinary action m

ay ensue 



Cheating – N
ever worth it 

(And especially not now) 
• Thankfully, this is rare 
• D

ifferent issues w
ith paper-pencil vs C

B
T 

• W
ith C

B
T, order of questions is scram

bled and 
the exam

s m
ay be different from

 seat to seat 
• C

ubicle set-up w
ith screens, hence challenging 

to see another screen 
• Potential consequences: C

opyright violation 
suit, loss of exam

/certification access 



After the Exam
 

• C
onfirm

ation received from
 Pearson 

V
U

E that the exam
 w

as com
pleted 

• Score and pass-fail report received 
from

 A
B

A
 in approxim

ately 2 m
onths 

• U
se your online A

B
A

 portal for fastest 
access 



Contacting ABA 

• w
w

w
.aba.org 

• 919-881-2570 9a-5p EST or ED
T 

M
onday-Friday 

 



O
ther housekeeping details 

• R
escheduling (including a change of 

exam
ination center) is perm

itted if available 
> 24 hours in advance of scheduled test 
tim

e/date 
• A

B
A

 w
ill send a letter containing all of the 

test rules and procedures (w
hich you need 

not bring w
ith you to the exam

) 



Q
U

ESTIO
N

S? 
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The ideal way for residents to take the  
In-training exam

ination is: 

• O
n the sam

e day at the sam
e tim

e – 54%
 

• D
uring an eight-day testing w

indow
 

beginning and ending on a Saturday – 46%
 

Joint Council 2005 Survey of Residency Program
s 


